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November 21, 2002

COMMUNITY SAFETY / ANIMAL CONTROL GUIDELINES

 Animal control within the community continues to be an issue of contention among effected owners. As a reminder, it is the property owner's obligation to insure that their (or their guest's) pets are controlled and not permitted to run free within the community. Dogs or other pets are to be leashed and controlled while on community common properties (parks and roads). Neither, owners or their guests / children, should be at risk while using the community property.

 During the last two years there have been three reported cases of dog bites causing injury. A record like this is unacceptable and can not be tolerated to escalate to the point of anyone being subjected to injury. 

 The Timberlane Board of Directors, within its granted authority and to provide for the safety of the general membership and their guests, has decided to initiate the following clarification of Enforceable Community Rules. Enforcement by the Board will be initiated only through requests from the effected victim, if they are NOT able to first gain satisfaction through working directly with the owner of the lot that the animal originated from. The community does not maintain an enforcement patrol, thus only reports for action by the Board will be subject to fining and actions as listed below.

The owner of the lot that an animal originates from, regardless of actual direct ownership of the animal, will be held accountable for its actions, in line with provisions in the bylaws, providing that an owner may not transfer or otherwise assign their responsibilities to comply with all community rules. Any fines issued will be accomplished as an assessment against the owner's lot, payable and due immediately upon issue and accruing late fees as established in the bylaws, if allowed to become 60 days past-due. 
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The following outline will provide a framework of rules clarification and the consequences to be expected in the event of non-compliance for animal control;

A) Leashing 

All dogs, while on Timberlane Village Community property (all roads, parks, well-site, or other common property owned by Timberlane Lodge Inc.), must be leashed, as established in the Bylaws, and controlled by the person in attendance. An adult or child not capable of physically restraining the animal at all times, is not considered to demonstrate control. Violations may be reported to the Board for enforcement action by mailing signed statements from at least two adults witnessing the infraction (photographs with automated date insets may be accepted by the Board, at its discretion). The Board will issue action ranging from written warning to a charge of $ 25 for the first occurrence, if no aggressive behavior is displayed. Repeat violations will progressively escalate by not less than 20% above the last amount fined to that owner, regardless of the interval from the last infraction.

B) Aggressive Behavior

A dog that is leashed and breaks free of its intended controller, or is unleashed, and exhibits aggressive behavior, as defined by the person reporting or the victim, will be considered a more serious violation. Such incidents may be reported as above in A), however, the Board will issue action ranging from written warning to a charge of $ 50 for the first occurrence, escalating for repeat violation as noted above.


C) Biting Incidents 

Any dog reported to have bitten someone on community property will be considered a danger to the well being of the Community and will be reported as such to King County Animal Control. Any claims of damages between the parties involved would follow their individual legal remedies beyond the scope of these rules. Reports for action by the Board, must be a copy of the formal complaint sent to King County Animal Control. In addition the Board will establish a monetary fine of $250 to $500 (at their discretion).

D) Dangerous Dogs

As a zero tolerance measure, any dog, once designated as dangerous by the Board for biting and / or recurrent aggressive behavior, will not be allowed to use any common property again, or the accountable owner will be subject to fine escalation at the discretion of the Board. Merely being sighted on community property, regardless of leashing or control will be sufficient cause to initiate repeat fining of the owner associated with the animal’s presence.

E) Owner Recourse 

Owners that have been subjected to fine, may appeal their fine to the TLV Board at its next regularly scheduled meeting, personally (without attorney). The Board will determine whether to rescind the original fine, but may not retroactively waive late fees if the owner has decided to contest the fine through choice of non-payment.

